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of economics. And as the captain is bound to be the last man to leave
his ship in case of shipwreck, so in the event of famine or other cala-
mities, the trader is bound to safeguard the interests of his men before
his own. All this may sound strange. But the really strange thing about
the modern age is that it should so sound. For anyone who applies his
mind to it will be able to see that the true principle is as we have stated
it. Any other standard is impossible for a progressive nation. If the
British have survived so long, it is not because they have lived up to the
maxims of economics, but because they have had many heroes who
have questioned them and followed instead these principles of moral
conduct. The harm that results from the violation of these princi-
ples and the nation's consequent decline from greatness, we shall
consider on another occasion.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 6-6-1908

162.   JOHANNESBURG LETTER
[Monday, June 8, 1908]
WAS SETTLEMENT IN WRITING?
This question has been raised in many quarters. I therefore give
here again a translation of the letters on the basis of which the settle-
ment was reached. I say "again" because these were translated or
summarized1 in February. The genesis of the letter [to Smuts,] written
from gaol, must be remembered. Mr. Cartwright met us in gaol on
behalf of the Government and presented a letter to Mr. Gandhi for
signature. Some alterations were made in the draft, and the amended
letter was taken to General Smuts. The following is a translation of
the letter2,
WHAT WERE THE CHANGES?
This is the letter that was sent.   The original draft Act had the
following features:
L   it did not refer to the Chinese;
2.    even children under sixteen were to take out registers voluntarily;
3.   it was provided that the voluntary registrants should not be subject
to the penalties of the Act;
4.   no provision was made for Indians who might return to the Colony
after the date of the settlement;
1 They were translated   and paraphrased in the process. Vide "Johannesburg
Letter", pp. 65-75.
2 This has not been translated; for English text, vide pp. 40-2.